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Not a‘;,y — BEST CHOICE OF
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STAN PAPIOR

NUMBER 4250

Peugeot
406 COUPE

MODEL TESTED 3.0 V6 SE ON ROAD PRICE £26,420
TOP SPEED 141mph 30-70MPH 7. 1sec

0-60MPH 74sec 60-OMPH 2.9sec MPG 19.8

FOR Styling, space, price, handling, ride, refined performance
AGAINST A bit thirsty, engine lacks any true V& chansma

The Peugeot 406 coupe has one simple role
to fulfil: to look sexier than the handsome
saloon on which it is based.

If you agree that Pininfarina’s styling
department has suceeded in this brief, there
would appear to be little else standing
between this car and total class dominance.
Until the Mondeo-based Ford Cougar
arrives next year, there isn’t, in theory,
another car to touch this one dynamically.

As it happens, the news that Peugeot
has resisted the temptation merely to fit
a new body over an established set of
underpinnings to save itself time and
money, couldn’t be much worse for the
competition. On the surface, that’s how
things may appear, but once you look
beyond the range of engines to the steering,
suspension, chassis, brakes and much of
the interior, all of which have undergone
substantial improvement, it soon becomes
obvious that the 406 coupe is rather more
than just a saloon wearing a smart suit.

And yet the price remains distinctly
saloon-like. The top-spec 3.0-litre V6 SE
tested here will cost £26,420 when it goes
on sale in October, but the entry-level
2.0-litre version will sell for £6000 less and
will benefit from the same styling. Alfa
Romeo, Fiat, Honda and BMW take note.
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ergio Pininfarina must be feeling

pretty smug right now: his famous

Turin car design and manufacturing

business has just scored a hat-trick.

In 1993 the Pininfarinu-built Fiat
Coupe set a new style standard among
“affordable™ coupes. Then, one year later,
Alfa Romeo stole itx crown with the
gorgeous Pininfarina-styled GTV. Now, with
the Peugeot 406 coupe, Pininfarina has
eclipsed them both,

Approach the new Peugeot from any
angle and you'll be struck first by its squat,
broad-shouldered stance, then by the sheer
sophistication of its fauitless curves and
finally, as you get closer, by its perfectly
scribed windows, lights and shutlines,
There are no fashion-sensitive styling
gimmicks here, just fabulous proportions
and meticulously developed surfaces,

@ Vital Statistics
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Up front, heavily raked A-pillars twist
sinuously into a subtle bonnet bulge which
plunges forward to a simplified version of
Peugeot’s corporate grille and ultra-slim
headlights - which recall the 1988 Oxia
concept car and 9056 Le Muns racer.

From behind, the 406 coupe looks similar
to the 306 eabriolet (also a Pininfarina
design ), only wider and more rounded
plan. Unusually, the rear window is slightly
recessed between the C-pillars, which form
buttresses as they descend on to the short
bootlid to give the car a smoother profile.

In the past, Pininfarina has been accused
of borrowing styling cues from cars it has
created for other clients — the Alfa Romeo
164 and Peugeot 605 bear more thun a
passing resemblance, for example - and
there is some evidence of this in the 406
coupe. Peugeot and it customers are

Z700
4615

Striking lights are inspired by Oxia concept car

=
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Body 2d¢ couew Cd 032 Front/roar tracks 151 1/1525mm Turning circle 11.1m Min/max front leg room #8071 180m Min/max fronl head room 7BO/ES0mm Interior width front/rasr
1515/1450mm Boot length saats up/down 1050/ 1820mm Min/max boot width 900/1120mm Boot helght 285 Losding helght 700 mm VDA boot volume 300 litres’dm




Gear knob turmed In aluminium - a stylish touch

Slim headlights reminiscent of 305 sportscar's

unlikely to complain, however, since their
new coupe shares some of its surface
characteristics and shutline arrangements
with the Ferrari 560 Maranello,
Unfortunately for Ferrari, the considerably
less expensive Peugeot is the more elegant
design overall.

Externally, the 406 coupe shares nothing
with its four-door stablemate, but
Pininfarina didn't have an entirely free
hund. The front-wheel-drive V6 powertrain,
ruek and pinion steering and strut
front/multi-link rear suspension with
variable damping are all
carried over. S0, too, are the
floorpan, front
bulkhead, inner
front wings and
underbonnet
criush

Sizeahble bool contains a full-size spare wheel

structure. As a result, the coupe rides on the
same 2700mm wheelbase as the saloon and
15 Just 60mm longer at 4620mm.

Overall height 15 down 40mm to 1350mm

due in part to a 12mm ride height
reduction - and width is up 15mm to
1780mm. To compensate visually for
the extra width, new forged aluminium
suspension arms ensure that the coupe’s
lovely 16in alloys properly fill the wheel
arches by adding 36mm to the rear track.

Inside, the coupe Is spacious but strictly
for four and gets superb Recaro bucket seats
front and rear. Lesther trim is standard on
the seats and doors and there are lots of
stylish touches. The gear lever, for example,
is turned from =olid aluminium and the rear
coat hooks fold flush with the headlining.

A styling and packaging masterplece -
a potential future classic W A & &

Coupe bodyshell is longer
than the saloon's but shares
Ihe same basic underpinnings

® Economy

e knew [rom experience of this

engine in the 406 saloon that

economy was never going to be the

coupe's strong suit. So it proves

Despite fairly long overall gearing
and a reasonably slick 0,32 Cd figure, we
couldn't persuade it Lo return more than
19.8mpg overall, rising to a best of 27.8mpg
over our preset touring route. Even
compared with the more powerful and
murkedly quicker Fiat Coupe Turbo, such
results are disappointing.

The only encouragement comes from the
Vié's worst return during its time in our
hands. When it's being driven hard, the
V6's economy does not tail away as rapidly
as that of a four-evlinder turbo engine,
for example. That's also why we recorded
such consistent results fill on fill. And the
maximum range (rom the 15.4-gallon tank
is a useful 430 miles.

Lusty 3.0-litre VG Is very refined, but thirsty

Tes! results Gowt claims
Aversge Touting Bast Worst Urhan Estra Com
Ty whan aed
TarA capacity
w 70 Wires
154 gutiomns
0

0
w» VA 212

1o 188 780 .

v
meu  Fuel consumplion Towing rangs | 428 miles

Big VB Is a Iittie too keen on unleaded, but
ot least the louring range is long ww
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®Performance & Brakes

here Is no unusual or especially
cutting edge technology employed in
the coupe's 24-valve 3.0-litre V6
engine. Nor is there anvthing radical
about the kerb weight, which at
1464kg provides the 194bhp 406 with &
power-to-weight ratio of 132bhp per tonne,

just a shade more than that of a BMW 3201

And yet the V6 coupe is no slouch, believe
us. Although it lacks much of the guttural
gnarl of other, more vocal V6 engines,
majoring instead on smooth-spinning
refinement and near-silent mid-range
operations, there is never any doubting
its potential as a ground coverer. The
performance may well be deceptive but it
i always strong and always responsive,

The reason for this is that Peugeot wasn't
aiming to create a raw and noisy sports car
in this instance, which is why you'll not find
short, close gearing and a rasping exhaust
note, Rather, Peugeot has chosen a fairly
wide set of ratios for the five-speed manun)
gearbox, as well as a top gear that allows
23. 1mph for every 1000rpm in fifth,
considerably more than a Ferran F355
manages in sixth, It also why you'll spend
as much time making full use of the 1971b ft
at 4000rpm as you will wringing the engine
out to its 6500rpm red line, & crank speed
at which the V6 neither feels nor sounds as
content as it does 2000rpm earlior.

What can't be argued with are the bald
statistics, which make impressive (if not
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Body control and grip are markedly improved over the already fine handling and riding 406 saloon

exactly reference material) reading. By
scrabbling its way to 30mph in 2.8se¢, to
60mph in 7.4sec and on to the ton in
19.3sec, the 400 deals a convineing blow to
the likes of the Ford Probe and Vauxhull
Calibra V6, but it struggles in vain to keep
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ENGINE MAXIMUM SPEEDS WEIGHT

Layaut B cyls i wom, 2900ex Sth gear 141 mptS)00rpm 4th 12076500 Kerh weight 1863k

Max pownt 19¢hhy at S500rpm 3rd §2/5500 2nd B2/6500 15t I6/E500 Distributian tr per cant 53/47

Maz targue 1670 N x 4000 Max paylaad 450ky

Specific output  S50hp per Ity ACCELERATION
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Type 5-speed manal
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Ath 0S0/EE St DAY
Final drive ratia 3151
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up with the Fiat Coupe Turbo and Honda
Prelude VTEC, the two big-hitting
uffordable coupes of the moment

It fares marginally better against such
rivals when {lexibility becomes the measure,
its lusty VB carryving it to a 50-70mph top
gear time of 9.1sec [ Fiat a storming 6.2sec
But make the competition one of top speed
and although the 406% 141mph may seem
impressive in solation, compared with the
149mph Fiat it is easily outgunned.

Subjectively, the underlving impression is
of a car that is a good deal more refined
than it is racy, The gearchange is light and
fast but lacks any real mechanical fluidity,
while the throttle response from the V6 is
sharp enough to please, but never enthrall
To be blunt, we'd expected a 3.0-litre V&
coupe produced by Peugeot to feel and
sound just & touch more exciting, and be &
little less subtle in its approach, thun this

There are no such complaints concerning
the big new four-pot Brembo brakes, which
possess [eel and ultimate stopping power
in equally impressive measure. Even on an
unusually poor surface they hauled the hig
coupe from 60mph to rest in 2.9sec. In the
circumstances, It was & fine result,

Lack of drama makes performance deceplive

Performance is more refined than racy, but
impressive nonetheless *hxx




®Handling & Ride

Ithough the 406 saloon’s basie layoul
of struts at the front and a multi-link
arrangement at the rear has been
retained, P S Enginesers
have executed u ni

modifications to make the coupe’s act

gven sharper through the corners,

The ride height has been lowered .J\
12mm through the fitment of retuned
springs and dampers, while the track:
been widened front and rear, all of which
have in turn affected the steering. Not only

il but the brakes have also gone up a
size and now incorporate four-pot Brembao
calipers — and there are bigger 215/66 ZR16
Michelin Pilot tyres hugging unique alloys
at each corner.

It would be surprising if & compan)
au fait with these matters as Pougeot
curried out such modifications without the
required results, and so it proves. Even by
the lofty standards defined by the fine
handling and riding saloon, the coupe is
a marked improvement, displaymg an
Urge to the way it turns into bends in
particular that simply doesn't exist in the
already sharp four-door

But this is no sports car, make no
mistake about that, The intention was
always to create a car that could sonk
up the bumps as well as it could dismiss

challenging B-road bends, and it is this
astoundingly wide-runging blend of
attributes that best characterises the
106 coupe’s handling personality,

Drive it along a rutted and rippled back
street and the supplen
good enough to separate occupants from
intrusions that would smuck their way
into the cabins of a Vauxhall Calibra or a
Ford Probe - leaves vou in no doubt that
reflinemen a priority, aided in this
inatance by the fitment of Peugeot’s
optional electronic damping control system,

On the other hund, the handling suffers
not one jot because of this ability to smooth
away interferences, Although the speed-
sensitive Servotronic steering remuns too
light in weight and feel for our taste, it
is accurate enough to allow millimetric
placement of that gorgeous nose through
fust bends. And because body control has
been improved to such & degree compared
with the saloon, corners can be attacked
with a confidence that few other front-drive
coupes could sbsorb, Thank the fabulous
location ol the rear end, the big grip from
the chunky Michelins and the fine sense of
natural balance lor that,

The other aspect thut sepurates the 406
from just about every other rival on sale is

the ability of its pension to absorb noise,

It possesses

SUSPENSION
Froat MacPhwrson struss, col
smps el har

Rear mutti-lok. cod sprngs
anti-rolf har

STEERING
Type tack s Dinden, power
Turns lock to lock 30

WHEELS AND
TYRES

Wheel size 7000050k
Made of cat aliey

Tyras 215/55 ZR16

e tt KX

Spare 1l sie

Not even some BM Wy are so quiet when
pattering along B-roads. As much i
anything, this provides the Pug with a
nuture bevond its [inuncial station in life

Adjustable dampers help ride/handling trade-off

Sharper and better controlled than the
saloon, without hurting its ride J¢ W& W W




@ Comfort, Equipment & Safety

eugeot has not skimped on the 406

coupe’s interior - far from it. The

front seats are tatlor-made by Recaro

and trimmed in beautiful leather in

the case of the top-specification SE,
while the door inserts, aluminium-topped
gear lever, chrome-edged dials and leather-
bound steering wheel have each been altered
for use in the coupe.

The overall impression is of a car that
shares the same DNA as the saloon inside,
but beyond the slightly cheap-looking
centre console and the basie shape of the
dashboard, there is little else the two have
in common - in look, in feel, even in smell.

Even more important than Peugeot's
success in giving the coupe & markedly
improved interior ambience compared with
the saloon is the amount of passenger space
it has been able to sustain inside. Up front,
you won't notice much difference apart
from the fact that the seats are electrically
adjustable and are a good deal more
comfortable and supportive on any given
journey, It in the back where the miracles
start, Normally we'd expect a significant
reduction in rear seat space in & saloon-
based coupe, but in the 406 it simply hasn't
occurred. Admittedly, head room has been
squeezed slightly and there’s fractionally
less leg and luggage room, but overall this is
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still a proper four-seater, roomier than any icons of quality, only the choice of shiny
BMW 3-series or Audi Ad. plasties on the console and interior door
It is also almost as well made as these caps letting the side down visually.

I Chrome-rimmed dials [t the regular 408 facia on 1o a different lovel visually... 2 _..a% do the labulous
leather-covered Recaro seats 3 Alr conditioning is standard on the top-spec SE version 4 Pity the cantre
console hasn't changed, It looks a bit out of place in the otherwise handsome cabin § Electronic dampers
are opetated by 2 dash-mounied switch & Leather-linad whoa! looks grest, adjusts for hoight and resch
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Although the
UK specification
is yet to be
determined,
Peugeot claims p— |
the coupe will oo (I an 10
be generously «
equipped, this
SE version
coming with air
conditionhing.
full leather,
16in alloys and a
remote control
stereo as
stundard. All 406 coupes will also come
with factory-fitted twin airbags and
anti-lock brakes. Twin door bags will
be optional extras.

NOIsSe surtace oy

Roomier than some saloons, stylish and well
equipped for the money * % XXk

®Market & Finance

lamorous and desirable, the 406 coupe

will really attract the showroom

browsers. But it's more than just bait

for 306 prospects. Fact is, the new

car is also affordable, & snip at just
£20,120 for the 2,0-litre model with sunroof,
Indeed, the 2.0-litre coupes are the best
buys. Looks come first with coupe buyers,
and the 406 Jooks the same in either V6 or
2.0-litre guise. The 2.0-litre car will go down
a storm with used car buyers, too, most of
them private punters who will welcome the
model’s lower running costs,

Not that the V6 models should be
avoided. Tt's just that £26,420 for the V6
SE taps the outer [imits of what people are
prepared to pay for a Peugeot. That said,
the 406 coupe may come to be regarded as
a brand in its own right - & car to be

~— considered in the
same breath as a
BMW 3283 or
328i coupe.

Furthermore,
September’s Volvo
C702320v is
expected to cost
about £35,000, If
Volvo can ask
that sort of
money, Peugeot
ean certainly
ask —and get -
£10,000 le=s for
the arguably
prettier V6 coupe.

Hugely desirable, but 2.0 version will be a
better buy due to easier resale T Jr A

here is one quality about the Peugeot 406 coupe

that stands out like & beacon, and that, of course,

is the way it looks. Although styling is an entirely

subjective matter and is not something we'd

usually comment about so strongly in a road test,
in this instance we feel its important to mention,
especinlly since the pivotal appeal of any saloon-based
coupe is its ability to woo clients visually. You could
even argue that the looks of such a style-dependent car
are every bit as important as the price, performance,
handling or ride. And if that's the case, it doesn't really
matter how the 406 coupe fares elsewhere when the
shape alone is so successful.

The agonising truth for the 406' rivals, however, is
that it is equally strong on the dynamic front, toting a
blend of serene refinement and effortless performance
with a genuinely startling chassis balance that, in our
experience, not even the legendury Volkswagen Corrado
VR6 could match in most give-and-take driving.

[t's not perhaps as raw or exciting as some folk around
here would have liked, the new 3.0-litre VG engine
displaying a near-silent nature across its wide power
band that is ever so slightly at odds with the rest of
the car's personality. But as a total puckage the Vé
coupe is crushingly complete. And very grown up.

What also separates it from other mass market coupes
is that it feels and drives like a very different animal
from the saloon on which it i3 based. You can detect the
family genes in the way this car rides and steers, and
from the way it sounds, but the traces are more remote
than you'd expect, It's as if Pougeot decided to take the
saloon and eradicate all the soft edges, take away all the
compromises thut had to be engineered in to keep the
general market happy, Not that there were ever many
of those in the first place.

Finally, there's the practicality to consider. Normally
this plays & minor role in the fundamental appeal of
a coupe. Not here. Peugeot has not only erafted a
besutiful shape out of the 406 but it has also done so
without sacrificing much cabin space, In the rear seats
and boot, this car is smaller than the saloon, but not by
much. The bottom line is that it can still be used by
four adults and their luggage. Unlike many rivals,

Until Ford enters this class with conviction, the
gorgeous 406 coupe is unbeatable. By some margin.
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®What It Costis

List price S25780
On-the-road price £26420
Total 23 tested £26.580 wpprua
Cost per mile By
EQUIPMENT

{buld type denates nptions fitted tn st ca)
Automatic ansimznen £600 apgruz
Motalle pant > L]
Artiag driver/passenger o
Anti-dock brakes v
Ay wheets o
Aarm/imrmatiiicer aptionV @
10apanker RDS sterea/CO sutnchanger o0
Electne sunrms! o
Digital a conditioning o
Remate contral locking o
Electric/heated/luather sasty e0e
Eiettrone Sampng £900 sporos
© standard - oot weadisble

INSURANCE GROUP 17 (st}
WARRANTY 12 mornthe/unionted milags
mechanical, § years sofi-conosion
SERVICING

Major 15,000 meles, 1.5 hours

leterim B000 mabes, 11 bours

PARTS PRICES

08 fiter nh

Alr filter a2

Brake pads hontirear W
Exhaust (exchuding cal) w2
Door mirsar glass L)
Reat tyre (each typical) S13500

Windacresn iy
Headlamp wnit wa
Frunl wing nn
Reat humper na
P
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