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French An Alfa V6 may sing a sweeter

Confection tune, but the 406 is reciting
from the same hymn sheet’
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406 Coupe is roomier than most, particularly for rear-
sant passengers. Pity they’ll grow old walting to gatin —
those electric runmers take an age to move the seat.
Seats are very comfy; apparently thedr springs are tuned
to the same frequency as Radio Four, or something

back to their original position. Volvo's
C70 coupé has a similar system, and
given that a conventional manual
mechanism is lighter, cheapar, and
guicker Lo operate, one can't halp
wondering why they bother.

5till, back-seat riders will derive briaf
entertainment from the gimmickry; thay
will also doubtless be pleased they've got
a fair bit of room to stretch their legs too.
The very tall might have & grumble about
the headroom, but fora coupd it verges
on the generous. Ditto the hoot,

That's the passengers happy; what
about the driver? Have no fear, because
vouw'll be smiling too. They =ay little
things please little minds, but I defy you
not to be impressed by the way the sida
windows automatically lower slightly
when you pull the door open, then pop
back up when you shut it behind yow. It's
to ensure the (frameless] side glass fits as
snugly as possible against the rubber door
seals; ves, BMW coupés have had this
feature for years; but it's still a novel
touch,

When vou crank up the V6 for the first
time it growls enigmatically for a
mement, like a gentleman boxer issuing a
polita throat, then settles down to a
purring idle. This 3.0-litre unit (no
massing about with mimsy 2.5-litre
jobhies], which Peugeot shares with
Citroan and Renault, is all-new and
produces 184bhp at 6250rpm and 1971 f
of torque at £250rpm. It's 4 near-silent
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companion when you're cruising on the
motorway, but finds its intoxicating —
though not overpowering = voice when
vou rev it harder, An Alfa VB may sing a

swasler tune, but the 406 is reciting from |
the same hymn sheet.

As you might puess from those power
and torque outpults, the VB is a outsy
little number. & mere stooke of the
throttle pedal is all that's required to send
the Coupeé rushing forward from even the
lowest engine speeds and its mid-range |
eagerness makes it a formidablae, vet easy-
going, performer in most everyday |
sitnations. It's pretty hot at the test track
too, posting a 0-60mph time of 8.0secs
and with a claimed top speed of 144mph.
But what's so nice about the Coupé's
character is that you den't have to rev it
marcilessly the whols ime to make
rapid progress.

Your pace across country is greatly
aidad bw the all-round excellence of the
chassis. Grumble if you must at how the
suspension bumps and thumps over B
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more severely ruffled surfaces, but
afterwards remember to marvel at how
isolated you are from the road for the
other 90 per cent of the time. Paugeot’s
reputation for ride quality continues to
shine brightly with the Conpé,

There's a similarly bright glow radiating
from the Coupé's handling. Cver-light
power steering tarnishes the shinge
slightly, but otherwise it's the perfect
picture of finely balanced composura.
The chassis switches serenely from left to
right lock as you scythe through a series
of fast corners, and provided you stay
within the (high} limits of its

. its movements are graceful
\ fying to the keen driver.

Maintain this state of grace and you’ll
be hard pressad to tell which end of the
car does the driving, so neutral is its
handling; it's also free of the torque-steer
and other assortad front-end twitchings
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which can afflict powerful front-drivers:

Force the tyres to relinguish their grip
and the nose makes the first move,
pushing out wide yet ever-sager to duck
back into line if you ease off the power.
Don't be too abript about coming off the
gas tho because as with all Peugeats
there’s a sting in the tail if you're not
careful. It's callad lift-off oversteer.

High prices — starting at £19,480 for
the entry-level 2. 0-littre model and rising
to £25,780 for the V& SE we've driven

here — aren’t likely to prevent the 406
Coupé from becoming a raging success.
Pretty anough to seduce the heart,
practical enough to satisfy the head, and
quick and able enough to put up & decent
fight agairist its rivals, demand is likely to
far outstrip supply. Up until now Peugent
hasn't managed to persuade many people
to splash out on its dearer products —
remember the last time you saw a G057 —
but we reckon plenty of people will pay
well over tha odds to have 2 406 Coupd, @




